PBEC Tokyo Statement on Environmental Issues

--　DRAFT　--

We, the PBEC member companies, gathering at the start of the 21st century at the Tokyo International General Meeting, hereby reaffirm the importance of environmental protection and improvement, and declare our resolution to take voluntary actions in accordance with the following key concepts and ten-point action plan:
Key Concepts

1. 
Leading Role: The current state of the environment is one of the most critical issues confronting human society, and simultaneously presents opportunities and risks to businesses. Being essential members of the community, companies should play a crucial role in ameliorating environmental problems as "active corporate citizens". We therefore intend to play a leading role, according to our capacities, in the local, regional and global communities to which we belong.

2.
(3+1)Es: To the traditional three Es (economy, environment and energy) we add a fourth E (explosion of population causing urban problems) as an additional issue requiring concerted effort to deal with the mega-challenges in the 21st century.
3. 
Harmonization: Focusing on the optimum combination of market forces and government policies in the light of each economy's particular circumstances and level of economic development, we will strive further to harmonize the economic value and the value of the natural environment in order to enhance the welfare of both current and coming generations, while at the same time ensuring the accountability and transparency of procedures and policy-making.
4.    Intensive Growth: To date economies generally have evolved around mass production, consumption and disposal, which might be termed quantity-oriented “Extensive Growth”. The economy of the 21st century, however, should be that which uses a minimum extent of resources for sustainable economic growth with a concept of quality-oriented “Intensive Growth”. 

5. New Approaches: To accelerate this new trend, we will try to adopt a new economic approach which will allow us to reduce the use of energy and resources while driving fresh economic growth. As a first step, we will facilitate the establishment of a resource recycling society. Emphasis should also be placed on the development of a new economy, based upon knowledge-led industries and soft assets. In addition, we will develop microscopic industries such as electronics, bio-genetics engineering and Information Technology by means of, for example, nano-technologies.
6. International Cooperation: We will promote trade, cross-border capital investment and technology transfers that contribute to the well-being of the Pacific Basin, and work with APEC and other organizations to help confront the world's environmental problems.
Ten-point Action Plan for PBEC Member Companies
1. 
Corporate Activities: Understanding that environmental management is an issue that requires top priority corporate attention, we will establish a resource recycling system to reduce, reuse and recycle energy and resources.

2. In-company Systems: We will establish and/or upgrade internal environmental management systems (operation of corporate organization, self-administrated standards, assessment, staff training, consumer services, etc.).
3. Technological Development: We will encourage the development of new technologies and products (inclusive of nano-level technology) that contribute to reducing environmental load by promoting increased energy efficiency and preventing process-generated emissions of harmful substances. 
4. Technology Transfer: Companies in advanced economies will work to transfer environmentally sound technology. Developing economies will try to put in place investment acceleration systems (i.e. remove barriers to entry and remittance of return, protection of patents and licenses, etc.) in order to mitigate environmental issues.

5. 
Private Sector as Driving Force: The activities of the private sector based on market mechanisms are the driving force behind the resolution of environmental issues. Governments should be encouraged to act in supplementary roles such as setting international rules, putting in place social systems and providing funds.

6. Partnerships: We will strengthen partnerships between private companies and with other organizations such as local authorities, governments, academic institutions, citizens and NGOs.

7. Urban Crowding: We will strive to establish sustainable cities in the face of explosive population growth. In urban areas, we will work to modify social infrastructure, in cooperation with public and private sectors, and utilizing Private Finance Initiative. In non-urban areas, we will try to foster agriculture and forestry industries to encourage demographic stability and to preserve nature.

8. Best Mix of Energies: In accordance with each economy's circumstances, we will pursue the best mix of energies to minimize pollution (including greenhouse gas emissions), while satisfying such issues as security and energy cost.
9.
Environment-related Mechanisms: We will play an active role in working with the Kyoto mechanisms (joint implementation, the clean development mechanism and international emissions trading) in accordance with national laws and international agreements.
10. COP-6: PBEC’s valuation and response to the outcomes of COP-6 will be noted here following that meeting.
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